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Abstract

Kuakata located in the southern coastal region of Bangladesh, is a promising tourist destination closely associated with

the historical and cultural identity of the Rakhine community. In the late eighteenth century, the Rakhine people migrated
from Arakan to Bangladesh. Seeking refuge from the persecution of an oppressive Arakanese ruler, they crossed the Bay
of Bengal and settled in this region. Through their ancestral heritage, they established a long-standing tradition of
weaving and craftsmanship. Their distinctive culture, festivals and way of life have made a unique contribution to
Kuakata’s tourism industry. However, the unplanned development of tourism, land grabbing by local influential groups,

climate change and socioeconomic marginalization have placed the Rakhine villages of Kuakata under increasing threat.

This study critically examines the historical heritage of the Rakhine community in Kuakata, the multifaceted challenges

they face in contemporary society, their adaptive capacity in response to climate change and the untapped potential of
their cultural heritage within Bangladesh’s tourism economy. The findings reveal that the traditional handloom weaving
industry, the community’s principal occupation, is gradually declining. Climate change and recurrent natural disasters

have transformed the Rakhine settlements into vulnerable areas along the South Asian coast. Furthermore, their
settlements and other important cultural sites, including monasteries, ponds and cremation grounds, are increasingly
affected by land grabbing and displacement. Despite considerable tourism potential, Kuakata’s tourism industry has not
developed adequately because of insufficient infrastructure, weaknesses in institutional frameworks at the local and
national-levels, and inadequate communication systems. Based on a qualitative research approach and an analysis of
secondary data, this study demonstrates that community-based tourism and state-supported conservation initiatives can
help protect Rakhine heritage while promoting sustainable tourism development in Kuakata. The study recommends
practical measures for community leaders, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the government to revive this
centuries-old traditional weaving industry and ensure the sustainable development of the tourism sector.
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3. REet /&fs (Research Methodology)
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