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Abstract: Women and children are being severely affected by
disaster throughout the world. They are mostly considered the
victim because they are the utmost vulnerable group of disaster.
Keeping this context in mind the aim of this study was to find out
the preparedness of the women in two large slums of Dhaka city
using the NCDP disaster preparedness model and propose some
way out for them to reduce the risk. Data were collected from
primary and secondary sources using qualitative method through
questionnaire survey. Study shows that, most of the families of both
slums were prepared for an earthquake disaster though they do not
preserve food for the disaster and one-third of the women thought
their children also prepared to face it. Study found no correlation
between the educational qualification of the respondents and
knowledge of disaster preparedness. Those who prepare a project
or awareness session should consider this. On the other hand, the
study revealed that women participation in disaster risk reduction is
being ignored in policy formation in Bangladesh. This study can aid
policy makers when preparing earthquake preparedness plan in our
country.
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