Development Compilation

Bangladesh Institute of Professional Studies
https://bips.bd/journal
ISSN: 2072-3334 (Print), ISSN: 2663-1547 (Online)

Volume 19 | Issue 2 | October 20, 2026 | Page: 364-371 | Article |

e BT R : =1y et I i Rew-aab afsafe e

The Spread of Islam in Bengal: Peaceful Preaching versus Military
Conquest — A Historical Analysis

Dr. Mohammad Azibar Rahman! , Harunur Rashid?
1. Associate Professor, Department of Islamic History & Culture & Registrar, North Bengal International
University, Rajshahi, Bangladesh
Email: drazibar76@gmail.com
2. Lecturer, Islamic Studies, Tatul Sheikh College, Sarojgonj, Chuadanga, Bangladesh

Email: haruntsc131314@gmail.com

HOW TO CITE ARTICLE HISTORY

Rahman, M. A., & Rashid, H. (2026). The spread of Islam in Received: 30 July 2026
Bengal: Peaceful preaching versus military conquest — A Revised: 20 August 2026
historical analysis. Development Compilation, 19(2),364-371. Accepted: 25 September 2026

https://bips.bd/journal Available online: 20 October 2026
© 2026 The Author(s). Published by Development Compilation, CC BY
Bangladesh Institute of Professional Studies. This is an open- 4.0

access article distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License, which permits use, distribution and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly
cited. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Abstract

Islam spread to Bengal through a multidimensional and long-term historical process. In this regard, the trade and
commerce of Arab merchants, the activities of Sufi saints, political and military victories and state patronage played an
important role. Although military victories were helpful in establishing administrative structures and political control,
they were not the means of spreading Islam. However, they prepared a favorable and safe environment for the preachers
of Islam. Fundamentally, peaceful propagation, humanity, social service, spiritual education, economic change, inclusive
approach and adaptation to local culture were the main driving forces of the spread of Islam. This article analyzes the
trend of the spread of Islam in Bengal from the seventh to the eighteenth century. Our main goal is to reconstruct the
correct and objective history of the spread of Islam against the backdrop of the Muslim majority in Bengal. This article
has been prepared with reference to the Qur’an, Hadith, Tafsir, relevant historical texts, and digital sources. Both
Analytical and descriptive methods have been followed in its formulation.
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