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Abstract : In 1990 Bangladesh entered into the process of democratic
transition in the wake of huge mass upsurges and although there have
been regular elections and transfer of powers, the country is yet to
achieve democratic consolidation. Thus the issue of democratic
consolidation in Bangladesh is of crucial importance for the global
agenda of democratization. Democracy in Bangladesh is at the
crossroads. The political parties have largely failed here. There are
many alarming signs of erosion of democracy in the country. The
Parliament is largely ineffective. The civil service has become
increasingly partisan, ineffective and corrupt. Successive governments
have failed to achieve separation of judiciary from the executive.
However, the focus of this paper is on the nature and problems of
democratization in Bangladesh. The paper is to examine the problems
of democratization which is on understanding the problems of political
development in Bangladesh.
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> A. F. Salahuddin Anmed, Bengali Nationalism and the Emergence of Bangladesh
(Dhaka : International Centre for Bengali Studies, 1994), p. 41.
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"This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. | call upon
the people of Bangladesh wherever you might be and with whatever you have to
resist the army of occupation to the last. Your fight must go on until the last soldier
of Pakistan occupation army is expelled from soil of Bangladesh and final victory
is achieved. Khoda Hafez, Joy Bangla." (4% ZCSI S#AITHE & SIS 19 1T |
S (A AT 96 =T 7 | (@ @A AR, (T SRR AP 0 T A SR
©iz @ weemia GRS et o Wedpt <1 afewaiy te 9w | sreive 5%
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The Government of sovereign State of Bangladesh on behalf of our great leader,
the supreme commander of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, we hereby
proclaim the independence of Bangladesh, and that the Government headed by
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has already been formed.

It is further proclaimed that seventy —five million people of Bangladesh and that
the Government headed by him is the only legitimate government of the people of
independent sovereign state of Bangladesh which is legally and constitutionally
formed and is worthy of being recognized by all the government of the world.

I, therefore, appeal on behalf of our great leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to the
government of all the democratic neighboring countries to recognize the legalll
government of Bangladesh and take effective steps to stop immediately the
awefull genocide that had been carried on by the army of occupation from
Pakistan.

To dub out the legally elected representatives of the majority of the people as
secessionist is a crude joke and contradiction to truth which should befool none.
The guiding principles of the new State will be, first neutrality, second peace and
third friendship to all enmity to none.

May Allah help us.

Joi Bangla. (WA TR (TS, TR FAKTRT (12 IR I o0 =i,
SRS Y TREIACHT TP, GOFT AENACE AT (AT TR @R (T FA(R
@, C1¢ IfSE TN (TITT FTSCLR AT 10 2R | QORI AT (A Fq
TR @, (14 YT L IR AT A (FifS T F< F<1foe afefifya amom
(TSI 4T OF (TPIT TAFEL HT ARCST IR G ST GIH@ (4 T,
I AETTAS ¢ FRNSlFFen +ffe 2mrE @3 AT AREAT 75 TSR FF A6 NG
SR |

oY, WY TR T (T Y YfEgE IR ATE T aeifags 8 eforr
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